
	Time
	Session
	Content
	

	Day 1 (Monday, 26 Oct): Rule of Law & the annual reports in perspective + European Democracy Shield
 
	

	9H15
	Doors open
	

	9H30 – 10H00
	Welcome & opening remarks
	
	Christophe De Nijs – Director-General European Affairs and Coordination, Federal Republic Service Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and development Coordination) 

	10H00 – 10H30
	Participant introductions & expectations setting
	Self-introduction round: ask the participants to present themselves, explain their interest/prior knowledge in democracy/rule of law, and lay out their expectations for the academy (20min)

Tied into presentation of course objectives and agenda/practical info by organizers (10min)
	

	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee break
	

	10H45 – 12H00

	Session 1: Democracy and the rule of law :key challenges
	
Council SG
Fundamental Rights Agency
	Salvatore Finamore – Political Administrator, Analysis and Research Team of the General Secretariat, Council of the European Union

Friso Roscam (FRA) – 
Head of Brussels Liaison Office, European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights

	12H00 – 12H05
	Group picture
	
	

	12H05 – 13H30
	Lunch break
	

	13H30 – 14H30

	Session 1
(continued)
	A think tank perspective
	Marilyn Neven – 
Head of EU-liaison, 
International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA)

	14H30 – 15H30


	Session 2: Policymaker perspectives on rule of law & ED

	European Commission

	
Marie-Hélène Boulanger – 
Director (Acting), Rule of Law, Fundamental Rights and Democracy, Directorate-General for Justice and Consumers (DG JUST), European Commission

	15H30 – 16H00
	
	

	16H00-17H00
	Session 3: Annual Rule of Law report, ECDR, EDS 
	 Belgian MFA
	Elisa Castaldo – 
Director, Justice and Home Affairs, Rule of Law, Democracy, Institutional Reform & Transposition of Directives, Federal Republic Service Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and development Coordination

	17H00-18H00
	Session 4: Policymaker perspectives on rule of law & EDS

	European Parliament
	 

	End of day
	
	Informal drinks
	

	Day 2 (Tuesday, 27 Oct):  Democracy & rule of law in uncertain times 

	

	10H00 – 11H:00

	Session 5: Conditionality
	View from academia
	Ilaria Gambardella – 
PhD researcher at the Institute for European law – KU Leuven and at the Centre for European Law of the Université libre de Bruxelles, and doctoral fellow at the FWO foundation. 

	11H00-11H30
	Coffee Break
	

	11H30 – 12H30


	Session 6:
The Promise of EU Democracy: Reconnecting European Citizens?
	Book presentation


	Alvaro Oleart –  
Postdoctoral Researcher at the Department of Political Science and the Institute for European Studies at the Université Libre de Bruxelles

	12H00 – 13H30
	Lunch break
	

	13H30-15H00
	Session 5: Hybrid threats, FIMI, disinformation

	


	


	15H00-15H30
	Coffee Break
	

	15H30-16H30
	Session 6: Promoting democracy beyond EU borders
	



	Chiara Adamo – 
Acting Director, Human Development, Migration, Governance and Peace (DG INTPA), European Commission

	Day 3 (Wednesday, 28 Oct): Democratic innovation/citizen participation 
	

	Morning
	Interactive session
	Knowledge level
	

	12H00 – 13H30

	Walking lunch & certificate handover
	

	

	13H30-14H00
	Keynote speech
	Priorities for Brussels' European Capital of Democracy 2027


	Frederick Ceulemans – 
Alderman of Urban Renewal, Climate, Citizen Participation and Dutch-language Affairs, City of Brussels 

	14H00-15H30
	Belgium as a 
Democratic Innovation 
Hub
	Hannah Arendt Club

Brussels

G1000
	Didier Caluwaerts – 
Associate Professor of Democratic Governance, Vrije Universiteit Brussel 
 
Isabelle Dresse – 
Projects & Partnerships lead, G1000

	15H30-16H00
	Coffee break
	
	

	16H00-17H30
	Panel
	European Commission

Brussels authorities

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Civil Society Organization


	Ventseslav Kozarev – 
Policy analyst, Joint Research Centre, European Commission 

Frederick Ceulemans – 
Alderman of Urban Renewal, Climate, Citizen Participation and Dutch-language Affairs, City of Brussels 

Arthur d’Anethan – 
DG European Affairs (E1) – European Treaties and Institutional affairs & Freedom, security and justice, Federal Republic Service Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and development Coordination


	17H30
	Closing reception
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